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rn music is the only genre that hasn’t exploded

in the past 60 years... it can b

the next big thing.

vears ago. A recent single of his, “Swinging Til We Can't See
Strait,” a swing music mibute to George Strait, has been in the
top 20 of the Texas Music Chare. “Its getting about 1,300
spins a month in Texis and Oklahomi, be says.

The chorus of the tiide wack of Joni Hurms” brand new €D
release, Ltk Put Western Back in the Country, says it all
Let's put the western back in the country
Hello out there, we're stifl here.

We ain't dropped off in the ocean... not yet
Rode off in the sun and disoppeared. ..

Harms says poople come up to her all dhe tme (o say that
they wish they were hearing more of this kind of music on
the radio. “That is one of the most
rewarding parts of |perlorming in
this genre]." Harms says. “People
come up o you and honesly say,
Thank you for staying true (o
making this kind of ma

°l have a co-writer in
Nashville, Wood Newton, and we
were falking about how, in a way,
my mnsic s oo Western lor coun
try, and in some ways. oo countey
for Western,” says Harms, of
Canby. Ore. *1 like swing and full
hand productions and semetimes
the ‘Western Mussc Associaion fights a lule of thar, and
Tights the Nushville thing, and yer Nashville is a big part of
what 1 am. | love being on e Grand OF Opey. I've spent & lot
of time there... | was on Capitol, Universal, and Wamer
Brothers [recond labels]. 1 believe they know how 1o male
music there that is radio ready and can compete with any-
thing el that i on the market. But the Western Music
Assactation hns talked about gerttg more Western (o the
eountry [muske] too. Wood and | jus felt that we tum on
country radio and we miss the Western influences.”

She adds: “1 believe that you have 10 spend money 1o co
pete with all the other music out there. 1f we're going 1o re:
Iy go for radbo abrplay and get this @ o lger audience, its
going to have o be well done *

1 was this kind of thinking that led Harms 10 become the
first artist in the stable of the new Wildcarter Records, head-
quariered on the Wikdeatter Ranch, a resovt and dude ranel
now in development outside Graham, Texas. The chiel exee-
utive officer of Wildeatier is Mickey
Dawes, o Western music performer him-
sell and former president of the Western
Mushe Assoclation.

“Right now my focus {8 w really pur
what 1 consisler contemporary Western
miussic out in the forcfront,” Dawes says.
“Jani wonld be the poster child for that
Hers is & mix between classic counery
music and Western music. She represents.
that bester than anyone I've seen. | want
1o push Western music that has a high
commercial content 10 {1, because for you
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t0 et any madnstredn market penetration, you have 10 have
commercial viability. You have o start out with o wonderful
somgg, andd then have full instrumentation and high produc-
thon values.”

In order to get this package belore the public and into the
public consclousniess, one has to be “aygressive and selective
i whe yos pt aut there,” Dawes says, and n Harms e feels
that Wildcarrer has the right anist

“Jonl is-one of very few people in the Western market wha
routinely appear on the Grand OF Opry—Riders in the Sky is
another,” he says. “Mow, there i€ a nostalgic market for sim-
ple acoustic cowboy music, and it will always be these, but if
you really and truly want to introduce this music |genre] ata
sochal level that gets right 1o nainstream Amevica, vou have
16 have the tatal package. There ire songwriters amd thre ane
musicians and there are singers, and Jond is the culmination
of all three. As an added bonus, she has the highest level of
credibility when it comies fo Weestern content, because she bs
sure-cnough cowgirl .. She is a modern-day Dale Evans. She
raises catile, she raiscs Quarter Horses, she holds numerous.
rodeo queen tilés, and you put 4 guitar in her hands and she
can make that thing sing. And she has the heart and soul”
Wias it travelin’on o stope out of Denver
That never made it into Santa Fe?

W it ridin’ on o train held up by jesse jomes
Who took the gold and mede o getoway?

Bobby Newion, publisher of Rope Birns newspaper and
organizer of the Academy of Western Artists, savs that
Western advocates are mobilizing,

“We're hoping 1o mke Western swing and Western music
back into the naknstream puhlic.” Newton said. “The mosic
is not something suggestive—we gove the public an ar form
that painis & portrait of 4 positive America and a positive
luture. And it reflects the cowbay image, which is above
reproach. The only people who don't like it are the people
who have not heard i lately. We're seeing a new generation of

rlormiers arise—they're doing a new contemporary misic
that ks sl in the style of Bob Wills and Roy and Dale and
Gene. Bur we've seen that when younger audiences an:
exposed 10 Western musie and Western swing, they love it
They say, Where hias this been?” *

The bottom line. Newton says, is that it works.
reconds sales
ting more notce. I

all on the upswing, and we're close 10
breaking through, back inio the popular
maele, Fort Worth has helped *

Ty “Fort Worth” he refers 1o the AWAS
wal wwards ceremony, informally
known as the “Will
Rogers Awards; held
each vear i the Fort
Warth arca. This show
has grown swiltly in
popularity—so much
so that it les ouigrown
s venue
b “We're moving o

an

™I want 10 push
Western music

that has 2 high

comamere
content” Mickay
Dawes maved to
Texas to do fust

Doral Tosoro,” Newton says,
Tring 1o A five-star resort and
wetry club complex acmss
from the Texas Motor Spoodw
a few miles nanh of Fort Wonl
Well put the chuckway
right out an the goll course,” he
savs. “Well have performers
Fromm all over the United Stares
and Canada, A large irade show,
100, We'te expecting about 1,000
atteridees for the awands show,
and we should have 100 0 1530
radde hooths. As far as active per-
formers theve, should have three
1o four hundred. [Nos all will
perform—ihough some 80 or so
will be showeased. | And | expeet
from 30 to 70 chuckwagons.
We're having a poetry ‘rodeo’—
with judges and 3 round roban
formar. A lor of performers will
come o look afound and w net-
warrk, We'll also have a bot of disk jockeys, Qur membership
is up almost 300 pereem over two years ago, We're getting
more studio musicians, writers, producers, ete., in addition
Lo entertainers. We're going 1o throw a party, and il 4 con-
vention breaks out, so much the better, but we'll ereate the
where hody enjoys th lves™
He pauses for breath, “You either grow or you die,” he savs
with a laugh
The AWA Awards are skated {or July 913, 2004, with the
awnrds show fsell
slated for the 13th

Eor. kaf th

Evans—ihese  people  would
make records and movies and
personal appearnees, so these
Western heroes were pul into
American soclety in & variety of
ways. | think we are @t a point in
time, here after world events like
Sept, 11, when peaple are look-
ing for heroes again, and not
mecessarily heroes who are sports
figures who make millions of
dellars ayear”

Roval Wade Kimes, a head-
liner name in the cowboy and
Western music  leld, would
agrec.

“Couniry musle went to the
bottam of the well, and now with
these big lubels merging its not
going 1w gel bigger They're
downsizing”  Kimes  said.
“Th cutting acts and person-
nel. 1t is leaving the door wide
open. | said five vears ago that
Western music is the only genne
of music that hasn't explocded in
the last 60 years, and now there is
w0 much imterest in in 11 can'get
goud leaders, L can be the next best thing o happen (s
America. And it will be like i never happened before,
because theres nobody around who remembers it much.”

Kimes, another artist whose music has been recorded by
Garth Brooks, went 1o Nashwille years ago and ended up
sleeping in his car. But he learned. And he went independent,

Dan Roberts, who
released Yivo Lo
Cowboy recently, it
getting fresh actention

and good reviews.

call (580) 389-
3350 or  wisly
www workingeow-
[

Mickey Dawes
s another who fs
GIT—Gone  To
Texas. Dawes
maved there to run
the new Wildeatter
Reconds, the label
fior Joni Harms

According  to
Dawes, 11 you
look back ar the
time when Western
music and Western movies were at
their height. peaple were struggling
&0 fine heroes, aned when those per-
Formeers were at the top of their
pame, we had Western heroes and
high quality song coneent, oo,
Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, Dale

mes” newet single.
Mile High Haney”
alf his album A Dying
Breed, Is moving up
the charts. The CO

Includes Kimes' dua
with Garth Brooks

fornting the Wl Label. He and his band, the Packing
Iron Passe, arc so cowboy they wear six-guns— 45s—on
St

“The Western acts out there now are better than they were
e e five years ago,” Kimes says. *| belicve that the arsisis and
the music fndisary 25 2 whobe will look for the best indepen-
dents who are putting out the best missic. Things are chang-
ing fast. The way we know the business today, well, in three
to five years it wont be the same. Evervhody is going to
download thelr music—a song at a time, or buying whole
albums. Bt s changing in favor of the lile guy, like the
Western skngers who have labels of their own. TheyTl have to
work at ix, hut i#s going to happen.

“The independemts are becoming a new fronmer,” Kines
concludes. “Its going to be like it was in the beginning of the
music business, when the independents ruled. History
repeats irsell) and here we come ™

Let’s put the western back in the country,

You con either sing along or Jend an ear

‘Wil pardner it's your choice—won't you listen to the voice
Of the sons and the daughters of the pioneers?

AC
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